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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 3 and 7 are objected to for the claim limitations "the damping liquid". It is 
unclear which element the damping liquid is a feature of, as it has not been previously provided 
for in the claims. As best understood, it is part of the braking deceleration device, which is not 
part of the claimed combination. 

2. Claim 5 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. The claimed projections, recesses, and hook, appear to be the 

same as the elements claimed in the last paragraph of claim ^- ^JfJ^t^ft^^^M ^^t°^ W 

3. Claims 21 and 23 are objected to because of the limitation "along a rotating axis of the « < r , 7 h. 
hinge". It is unclear which to which element this is referring. As best understood, it is referring 0 ^>^x\ 

to the positioning of the combination (i.e. "The combination of claim 1 being positioned. . .along *r jL^£ ' 
a rotating axis. . ."). However, as presented, it appears that it is being read in with the description ^ 
of the hinge. Further, even if it is determined to describe the positioning of the combination, it is 
unclear how the combination is position along a rotating axis of the hinge. The combination 
appears to run perpendicular to this axis. 

4. Claim 22 is objected to because of the limitation that the external surface is structured 
and arranged "to be fixed to the attachment plate via the attachment plate". It is unclear how the 
surface is attached to an element (attachment plate) by way of that element, without any further 
description of the structural relationship. For example, from the use of the term "via" it appears 
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there should be some intermediate element between the surface and the attachment plate that 
fixes the surface to the attachment plate. 

5. Claims 26 and 27 refer to hinge that is not part of the claimed combination. The 
limitations drawn to the hinge are considered to be an intended use of the adaptor body and clip 
installation plate. The claims require that they are coupled "in the absence of hinge mechanism", 
but then later describes an element is relationship to "a hinge". It is unclear if a hinge is part of 
the intended use or not, as the claim first describes the absence of hinge, then later provides for a 
hinge. As best understood, the combination of the instant invention is not directly attached to 
any hinge elements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3, 5, 7, 21-23, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wang (U.S. Patent No. 6,684,453) in view of DE 10159140 ("DE ' 140"). 
With respect to claims 1 and 5, Wang discloses an adaptor (4) comprising a body (4) having a 
recess capable of encompassing a housing (811) of a braking deceleration device and allowing a 
plunger (812) to extend therefrom and retract there into. The adaptor further includes a smooth 
external surface. Although the adaptor of Wang appears capable of being fixed to an attachment 
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plate (because of that fact that it is fixed to something, it would be capable of being fixed to an 
attachment plate), Wang does not disclose the attachment plate. 

8. DE 1 140 teaches an arrangement comprising an adaptor (2) having a body and a smooth 
external surface fixed to an attachment plate (7). Use of an attachment plate provides for 
interchangeability of the adaptor without physically altering or damaging the furniture or frame. 
It also increases the ease of installation for an end user. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Wang as taught by DE 6 140, 
such that the adaptor (4) is fixed to an attachment plate. DE 6 140 teaches that the attachment 
plate comprises a clip installation plate (outward facing portion of 7) with a recess for 
accommodating corresponding projections (29) of the adaptor body. The clip installation plate 
also includes lateral end stops (portion maintaining the lateral position of the adaptor body), and 
an end hook (engaged with portions 30 and 31 of adaptor body) for engaged projections (31) in 
the adaptor body. DE ' 140 does not show the installation plate to have projections for 
accommodating recesses of the adaptor body. However, as noted above, DE ' 140 shows the 
opposite of the claimed arrangement, where the installation plate has recesses and the adaptor 
body has projections. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify DE '140, such that the projections and recesses are reversed, in 
order to attach the adaptor body to the installation plate. Reversing the elements that have the 
projections and recesses brings about no new or unexpected results, as the adaptor body is still 
attached to the installation plate by the cooperation between the projections and recesses. 

9. With respect to claim 2, Wang discloses that adaptor is attached to a sidewall of the 
furniture carcass on which the hinges are arranged. 
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10. With respect to claim 3, it is noted that these limitations are drawn to an object that is not 
claimed in combination with the adaptor. These limitations are considered as an intended use of 
the claimed combination. As long as the prior art is capable of being used in the claimed 
manner then it is considered to meet the limitations of the claim. In this case, the prior art is 
capable including a damping liquid of at least 1 5,000 cSt. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 7, it is noted that these limitations are drawn to an object that is not 
claimed in combination with the adaptor. These limitations are considered as an intended use of 
the claimed combination. As long as the prior art is capable of being used in the claimed 
manner then it is considered to meet the limitations of the claim. In this case, the prior art is 
capable including a damping liquid of at least 20,000 cSt. 

12. With respect to claim 21, Wang discloses the adaptor (4) to be longitudinally spaced from 
a hinge (6) and mounted upon a furniture frame and a door, and along a rotating axis of the 
hinge. It is noted that the present invention claims the combination of an adaptor and attachment 
plate. A hinge is not part of the combination. As such, recitations directed to the hinge are 
considered as intended use recitations. In this case, the adaptor of Wang is capable of being 
longitudinally spaced from a hinge element in arrangements where two hinges are used to the 
secure a door to a frame. 

13. With respect to claim 22, Wang discloses an adaptor comprising a body (4) and having a 
recess capable of encompassing a housing (81 1) of a braking deceleration device. The adaptor 
has a smooth external surface. Wang does not disclose an attachment plate, or for the adaptor to 
be mounted to a door, rather than a furniture frame. 
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14. DE 4 140 teaches an arrangement comprising an adaptor (2) having a body and a smooth 
external surface fixed to an attachment plate (7). Use of an attachment plate provides for 
interchangeability of the adaptor without physically altering or damaging the furniture or frame. 
It also increases the ease of installation for an end user. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Wang as taught by DE '140, 
such that the adaptor (4) is fixed to an attachment plate. 

15. Further, attaching the adaptor to the door rather than the frame appears to be nothing 
more than a reversal of parts of an already known device. Such a modification fails to bring 
about any new or unexpected result, and provides the same relative damping effect. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to mount the 
adaptor either on the door or the furniture frame, as no new or unexpected is produced. 

16. With respect to claim 23, Wang discloses the adaptor (4) to be longitudinally spaced from 
a hinge (6) and mounted upon a furniture frame and a door, and along a rotating axis of the 
hinge. It is noted that the present invention claims the combination of an adaptor and attachment 
plate. A hinge is not part of the combination. As such, recitations directed to the hinge are 
considered as intended use recitations. In this case, the adaptor of Wang is capable of being 
longitudinally spaced from a hinge element in arrangements where two hinges are used to the 
secure a door to a frame. 

17. With respect to claims 26 and 27, it is noted that a hinge is not part of the claimed 
combination, and as such, all limitations directed to any hinge are considered to be intended use 
recitations. The combination of Wang and DE '140 shows an adaptor body and clip installation 
plate capable of being arranged to be coupled in the absence of a hinge (in other words, coupled 
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before hinge elements are present) and operating remote from a hinge. In DE'140, the braking 
deceleration device is not the actual hinge itself, but rather an element adjacent the hinge, 
connected to hinge structure. It is further noted that the braking deceleration device is not part of 
the claimed combination. 

18. Claims 14, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wang in view of DE ' 140 as applied to claims 10, 4, 5, 8, and 9 above, and further in view 
of Huber (U.S. Patent No. 5,964,010). Neither Wang nor DE 4 140 disclose the clip installation 
plate to comprise a base plate and an intermediate plate that is longitudinally slidable on the base 
plate. 

19. Huber teaches a hinge arrangement that includes a clip installation plate (1,2). The clip 
installation plate includes a base plate (1) and an intermediate plate (2). The intermediate plate 
(2) is slidable on the base plate in a longitudinal direction of the furniture. Huber uses this 
mounting arrangement so that the position of hinge may be adjusted after installation on the 
furniture piece. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Wang and DE ' 140, such that the clip installation plate comprises two 
pieces slideable relative to each other, in order to adjust the position of the hinge, and braking 
device after attachment to the furniture carcass. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

20. Claims 24 and 25 are allowed. 



Response to Arguments 
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21. Applicant's arguments filed November 13, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. With respect to claims 1 and 22, applicant argues that Wang teaches retraction 
of a piston rod upon opening of a door and extension of the rod upon closing, which is the 
opposite of how the instant invention functions. It is noted that in claims 1 and 22, the braking 
deceleration device and the piston rod are not part of the claimed combination, and references 
thereto are considered only as an intended use of the combination of the adaptor and attachment 
plate. The adaptor and attachment plate of the prior are capable of encompassing such a braking 
deceleration device. Applicant arguments with respect to the claims describing the relationship 
relative to hinge are not persuasive are addressed in the claim objections and art rejections above. 

Conclusion 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Kyle whose telephone number is 571-272-7057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

23. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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24. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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